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A Word from the Chair....
I am delighted to welcome you to the first
edition of the DD One newsletter!
I took over the chair of DD One in December 2013 from
David Carson who has moved to the Centre Livingston,
my thanks are extended to him for his hard work.
We have had three meetings this year and I am pleased
to note such encouraging numbers. We had over 60
attend the first get together of 2014 in the Malmaison in
February; we were treated to a fantastic presentation by
Mike Forbes of Forbes of Kingennie. This was followed by
another well attended meeting at the Holiday Inn Express
in March with a presentation by Graeme Shewan the
General Manager. Dundee Rep hosted our most recent
meeting with General Manager Ian Alexander talking
about exciting plans for the Bonar Hall. Thanks must go
to all venues for their hospitality.

encourage feedback on sales performance throughout
the year and in particular following larger events such
as Christmas light night. Feedback can only make things
better for us all.
It is vitally important that we keep each other informed of
what’s going on in the city and I encourage you to submit
articles and news for inclusion in the next issue which is
planned for June 2014.
Finally I would like to welcome Sarah Craig as our new
City Centre Manager, and on behalf of us all I wish her all
the very best in this important role and our continuing
support.
Jon Walton, DD One Chair

With the massive inward investment in Dundee it is
vital that we speak as one as a business community and
channel our energies into showing existing, lapsed and
new customers what a fantastic offer the city has. It is
important we all work collaboratively to make the most
of the fantastic opportunities that lie ahead. I want to
Jon Walton

Sarah Craig

Good News • • •
Congratulations to…
…. the KLOZET BAR in Dundee’s Seagate on winning a Best Bar None Gold Award for Best Dundee Bar,
Best Independent Bar and Best Bar None Heart of the Community Award 2014….
…. Dundee’s OVERGATE SHOPPING CENTRE on winning top shopping accolade at the British Council
of Shopping Achieving Customer Excellence Awards….
…. DUNDEE REP THEATRE on winning Best Theatre and Arts Venue at the Scottish Entertainment Guide
Awards 2014….
…. DISCOVERY POINT on winning Best Scottish Tourist Attraction at the 2014 Entertainment Guide
Awards….

Dundee Celebrates Tourism Castle Street
Festival
Surge with New City
A new city centre festival
Mobile APP
showcasing the quirky and

varied outlets situated on
Castle Street will take place
for the first time this year.
The Castle Street Festival will feature
live music, food, street entertainment
and shop promotions over four days
of festivities. It will take place from
Friday 30 May to Monday 2 June, and
organisers are appealing for anyone
who wants to be involved to get in
touch.

Dundee’s ongoing transformation has led to a recent surge
in tourists to the city. New figures released report a 6.8%
rise in visitor numbers, highlighting it’s fast becoming a
‘go-to’ destination. To celebrate this tourism boost a new
interactive guide to the city........... The Dundee App - has
been launched.
Dundee’s thriving tourism sector
is now worth £143m to the city,
and this is only set to rise as the
Waterfront development continues,
with experts forecasting that three
million people will visit the city
between 2012 and 2025. The free
smartphone app contains all the
information you need for planning a
stay in Dundee and gives visitors and
locals alike the chance to explore the
city like never before.
Dundee, the city that brought you
Grand Theft Auto, is renowned
for its technological innovations.
Developed by digital gurus, Waracle,
the app allows users to search
activities by category. It also has an
innovative ‘shoogle’ function - with
a quick shake of the handset, the
app generates a completely random
event happening that day making
it a unique and exciting way to try
different activities and ‘shoogle’ your
way around the city.
Will Dawson, convener of Dundee
City Council’s city development
committee, said, “The changes taking
place in Dundee are really starting to

take shape so it’s great to see that
we’re already seeing a significant rise
in the number of people visiting.
As one of Scotland’s key cities,
Dundee has so much to offer and
this new app will give people the
chance to discover all there is to
see and do with just the touch of a
button. It’s a handy up-to-the-minute
guide and we hope it will become
an invaluable resource for people
planning a stay in the city as well as a
source of inspiration for local people
looking to discover new things, from
first class restaurants and exciting
club nights to live music and family
days out.
The most comprehensive listings
guide to the city by far, the app
channels listings from the What’s
On Dundee website, which is staffed
by a full-time team meaning the app
stream is continually updated with
exciting and up-to-the-minute events
and activities.

The app is free
to download
on Apple or
Android now.

For further information or to get
involved please contact Wendy
Scullin at Madigan’s Food Emporium
on 01382 699202.

Face of
Freedom 2014
Dundee’s Face of Freedom catwalk
fashion show, run by Freedom Hair
Experience in Shore Terrace, took
place on Sunday 16 March in the
Gardyne Theatre.
Every year the event raises much
needed funds for Maggie’s Cancer
Caring Centre in Dundee.

The centre receives no government
funding and relies on donations.
Over the years Irving Miskell-Reid
and his team have been running
this event they have raised almost
£60,000 for Maggie’s.
To find out how you can get involved
next year please contact Freedom
Hair Experience on 01382 225393.

Developing a
BID

Eco-Buses for the City

Plans to create a Business
Improvement District (BID) in
Dundee City Centre are ongoing.

Stagecoach Group has ordered a £5.2 million fleet of the buses for its Dundee
to Arbroath operations.

Designed to suit the needs of
businesses in a local area, BIDs
generally focus on improving the
trading conditions for businesses,
increasing competitiveness, and
reducing the operating costs for
businesses.
The services and projects
delivered by a BID are in addition
to those already provided by
Dundee City Council.
What will it cost? Following
consultation a banding system
has been chosen as it represents
a simple and easy way for
businesses to identify their levy
payment. This will generate a
ring-fenced fund of c. £340,000
per year for a 5 year term.
The decision as to whether or
not the BID is desired by local
businesses will go to ballot in
November 2014. A 25% turnout
is required and a majority therein
- both by number & value.
BID Consultant Neil Cooney is
undertaking a public survey to
assess the requirements of City
Centre customers.
Neil is also preparing a business
plan that will outline the need for
a BID, a five year financial strategy,
DCC baselines, FAQ’s, ROI and
ballot details.
For further information about
the Dundee BID please contact
Neil Cooney on 01382 434642.

Dundee is to get a new fleet of eco-friendly buses.

The hybrid vehicles produce up to 30% less emissions than standard vehicles.
The buses will be used initially on the 73 service, linking Ninewells Hospital,
Dundee City Centre, Broughty Ferry and Arbroath.

Celebrating 140
Years in the City
Centre

Verdant Works
Receives £2.9
Million Funding

Cooper & McKenzie celebrate 140
years of business in Dundee City
Centre this year.
The store, situated in Reform
Street, was founded by Adams
and Cushnie, who were local
potato merchants. In 1946, after
the acquisition of furrier George
Cooper, the Cooper and McKenzie
we know today was born.
And Mr Grant Mitchell, now the
third generation of his family to run
the business, believes that the next
140 years can hold great things
for the firm. He said, “Dundee is
going places as a city — people
are talking about Dundee in very
positive terms — and we are
looking forward to the next 140
years.”

The Verdant Works museum in
Dundee is to undergo a £2.9m
renovation after winning support
from the Heritage Lottery Fund.
The £1.8m lottery award will help
Dundee Heritage Trust complete
the restoration of A-listed derelict
buildings on the Verdant Works site.
The museum celebrates Dundee’s
historic importance as a textile
production hub.
The High Mill Open Gallery project
will almost double the size of the
current museum. The project is
also being funded by £500,000
from Historic Scotland, with added
support from Leisure and Culture
Dundee.

Brewdog Confirm City Centre Venue
Plans to open a new craft beer bar in Dundee’s Panmure Street
have been announced by BrewDog.
Doors to the brewery’s specialist bar are
due to open at the end of May.
The home-grown craft beers business
started in 2007 when its creators James
Watt and Martin Dickie launched their
own brewery selling produce from stalls and
out of the back of a van.
From these humble beginnings the company
has expanded to become Scotland’s largest
independent brewery.

Businesses
Urged to Think
Big
Local
businesses
and
budding
entrepreneurs are being given the
chance to win a share of a £10,000 prize
fund to realise their business dreams.
There are two main award categories
in the Think Big Business Ideas
competition – New Ideas and Business
Growth.
Run by the Angus Centre for Enterprise
with sponsorship from Dundee and
Angus College, Angus Council, Dundee
and Angus Chamber of Commerce,
the Federation of Small Businesses,
Henderson
Loggie
chartered
accountants, Mackays, Howdens and
Thorntons Law, the competition aims
to find go-ahead people with good
business ideas in Dundee.

Wellgate Cinema Operator
Announced
The Light Cinemas has been named as the new operator for the
complex at Dundee’s Wellgate Shopping Centre.
A three-storey glass entrance is planned for the Panmure Street
entrance to the building with the new 900 seat, eight screen multiplex
being installed at the Victoria Road entrance of the shopping centre.
Phil Dove, General Manager of The Light Cinemas, said, ‘‘We firmly
believe in creating social venues for the community, which is why we
differ from conventional cinemas.
‘’We will work with our partners and the people of Dundee to support
the regeneration of the Wellgate Shopping Centre and to make this a
real hub for the city.’’
Work on the new development is expected to start later this year,
taking 12 to 18 months to complete.
The redevelopment is projected to create 330 new full and part-time
jobs in Dundee city centre.

Organiser Seonaid Ross said, ‘’If you are
shortlisted you will be asked to pitch to
a judging panel made up of experienced
entrepreneurs.
‘‘It’s a fantastic way to kick-start your
new business or grow your existing
one with not only money, but invaluable
advice and support.’’
For a competition entry form visit;
www.enterprise.angus.ac.uk

About DD One
DD One is a private sector-led partnership
group whose agreed objective is to encourage
representatives of both the private and public sectors
to act together to develop the economic potential of
Dundee City Centre.
City Centre businesses wishing to get involved please contact:
Sarah Craig, City Centre Manager
Tel: (01382) 434548
E-Mail: sarah.craig@dundeecity.gov.uk
or
Diane Barnett, City Centre Marketing Assistant
Tel: (01382) 434067
E-mail: diane.barnett@dundeecity.gov.uk

....In Brief
Regional airline Flybe successfully
launched their twice-daily week
day Dundee to London Stansted
flight service on 30 March.
.............................................................
Plans have been unveiled for
another city centre hotel. The
34-bedroom budget hotel is
planned for a B listed terraced
property in West Bell Street.

If you have an article or idea you’d like to see in future
newsletters please get in touch with Sarah/Diane.
Next DD One Meeting:
Monday 12 May, 5.45pm for 6pm start,
Venue TBC - new members welcome
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