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Dundee Named First UK City of Design By UNESCO
Dundee has been named a “City of Design” by the United Nations Education, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, and joins a network of other “Creative Cities” around the world.
Happy New Year to all in
DD One! 2015, an election
year, will bring plenty of
challenges and a degree of
uncertainty but in Dundee
we look forward to the
ongoing programme of
inward investment and
welcome more new
businesses to the city, such
as Rockpool and Project Pie.
It is vital that we continue to
work together to maximise
the benefits this will bring
to the city. We must also
continue to lobby for
projects such as the very
successful Duncan scheme.
I look forward to working
with you all this year. A full
programme of meetings will
be organised and this will
be issued in the next few
weeks.
Kind Regards
Jon Walton
Wellgate Manager
Chair of DD One

The Unesco Creative Cities
Network aims to encourage
collaboration and development
of the creative industries among
global cities.

“Like other cities we have our
challenges, but the City of Design
status is something which Dundee
can build on and do even greater
things.”

Cities can apply to join the
network and must fulfil criteria
such as having an established
design industry, design school
and research centres and hosting
design-driven creative industries.

Dundee hosts Duncan of Jordanstone
School of Art and Design and School
of Architecture as well as Abertay
University. It also plays host to the
NEoN digital arts festival.

Dundee is the first UK city to
achieve Unesco City of Design
status, and joins other cities
including Helsinki, Turin, Buenos
Aires and Seoul in the network.
Creative Dundee, which supports
the creative industries in the city,
says,
“It really is a prestigious award
that recognises the huge
contribution the city has made to
design worldwide.

In 2018 the Victoria & Albert
Museum’s new £45 million outpost is
set to open in Dundee, designed by
architect Kengo Kuma.
The museum says that its displays of
Scottish design will include not just
work by well-known figures such
as Charles Rennie Mackintosh, but
also contemporary designers such
as Graven Images, Timorous Beasties
and Jaguar design director Ian Callum.
Unesco has also named York as a City
of Media Arts as part of the Creative
Cities Network programme.

Waterfront Street Naming

Historic links with Dundee’s seafaring past and a
visionary city planner are to be commemorated
in the proposed names for streets at the city’s
waterfront.

of the size of ships hauled out of the Tide Harbour.
Lord Provost Bob Duncan said: “There is a long
established and legal process for naming new streets and
we are launching that process today.

And the council has also thrown open the field to
Dundonians to suggest names for two of the major open
spaces in the £1billion re-development – the new central
square and the new public space outside the railway
station.

“Local councillors, the convener of the city development
committee and any community representative bodies
have four weeks to respond to our proposals for the
street names before they are finally decided by the City
Development Committee.

Thomson Avenue will mark the contribution to Dundee
of James Thomson who was city architect between 1906
and 1924. During his tenure the Kingsway, one of the
UK’s first city by passes, was built and he also proposed
a visionary master plan for the waterfront.

“I think that the proposed names strike a balance
between logic and creativity while also paying homage
to a visionary city planner from the 20th century in a
scheme designed for the 21st and beyond.”

Earl Grey Place (East and West) have been named to
keep alive the link between the area and the former
dock built in 1834 and closed 129 years later before
being filled in to make way for the Tay Road Bridge
landfall.
Patent Slip Way, which runs beneath the Tay Road Bridge
ramps, recognises the track and cradle used to transfer a
vessel from the river to the dock for repairs.
The Harbour Workshops and its steam-hauled patent
slip, built in 1837, were on reclaimed ground between
Victoria Dock and the Estuary. The upper part of the
166 metre ramp is still visible and gives a good indication

The competition for the other names will allow anyone
to submit a suggestion for the names of the two new
civic spaces, as well as the riverside walkway and cycle
path in the Central Waterfront.
Ideas could include famous names/events associated with
Dundee (although names of living people will not be
considered); historical references to the area or names
reflecting the redevelopment of the Waterfront.
The most appropriate and interesting names will be
chosen by Lord Provost Bob Duncan, Mike Galloway
Director of City Development, Iain Flett City Archivist
and Jon Walton chair of city centre group DD One.

Suggestions by 6 February 2015 can be made at: www.dundeecity.gov.uk/streetnaming

Greenmarket Land
Goes on Market

A key plot of land in the heart of the
Waterfront development has gone on the
market.

The 1.3 acre Greenmarket site is situated beside
Dundee Science Centre and in close proximity to
Dundee City Centre.
Property agents Ryden are promoting the site for
hotel development and expect there to be growing
interest in the plot.

Dundee Central Waterfront Redevelopment

Sixteen Week Closure of
South Victoria Dock Road
As part of the work to redevelop the
city’s Central Waterfront,
Dundee City Council
has appointed
Sir Robert
McAlpine
Limited to
construct
the new road
network.

Part of these works requires the construction of a new
junction that will connect South Victoria Dock Road
from City Quay to the new Southern Boulevard near
the Tay Road Bridge.
To ensure the safety of the public and workforce while
this work is taking place South Victoria Dock Road
will be closed for sixteen weeks to all road users and
pedestrians including City Quay drivers and residents.
Construction of the new junction includes extensive
deep drainage work. The footpath at rear of Apex Hotel
will be closed and pedestrians will be diverted onto
West Victoria Dock Road in front of the Hotel.
The City Quay access and egress at Customs House will
be unaffected by these changes and the only way in or
out of City Quay will be via East Dock Street.
Work will start on 20 January and is programmed to be
completed within sixteen weeks. To ensure the work
is completed in the shortest time possible it will be
necessary for the contractor to work extended hours.
The works have been planned to avoid noisy activities at
the weekend to keep disruption to a minimum.

Award for District 10
District 10 at Seabraes has emerged a clear winner at the
Dundee Institute of Architects awards.
The building, the first in Scotland to be made entirely from old
shipping containers, won the Supreme Award for best overall
project, an additional award for best interior design and a third
award as Best Client, Scottish Enterprise.
Ged Young of Aim Design Architects who designed District 10
said, ‘‘The building is a first for Dundee and Scotland and we
are delighted for District 10 to receive the recognition that
these awards celebrate.’’

Dundee V&A Team
Hit the Road
Staff from the V&A Museum of
Design in Dundee will launch a
‘travelling gallery’ next month.

Iconic Maritime Building
Bought
Maritime Building in East Dock Street, previously
occupied by DP&L Shipping Company, has been
bought by Stone Acre for an undisclosed sum.
Stone Acre plan to redevelop the building into a
mix of residential and commercial properties. It
is hoped that work on the project will start in
the middle of this year and finish in early 2016.

The Design in Motion exhibition, a custom built unit inside
a bus, launches in Dundee City Square on 13 February
before taking in 78-stop nationwide tour which ends at the
Victoria and Albert Museum in London in June.
The team have been working alongside Dundee developers
eeGeo to design a new mobile app. The Design Scotland
app will virtually track the tour and highlight Scotland’s
design heritage over the last 300 years.

Dundee Charity Benefit From Sales
Of Feel-Good Juice
Anthea Reid, founder of local charity,
‘Food on Friday’ and Ian Alexander,
owner of ‘Heart Space Whole Foods’
paired up to launch a juicy new fundraising initiative at Christmas.
The independent city-centre store
created the Kringle Juice, a festive
feel-good drink to raise money
for the Dundee based charity,
which aims to combat deprivation
with healthy living, education and
community support.
The healthy ‘Kringle Juice’ made
from seasonal fruit and vegetables
- sweet potato, cucumber, apple,
cinnamon and ginger - was described
by Ian Alexander of Heart Space
Whole Foods as “really delicious and
full of goodwill.”
50% from every £4 Kringle Juice sold was donated to Food on Friday.
Anthea Reid said, “We are delighted to receive this financial help. Food on
Friday run cooking and gardening projects that support around 400 children
and their families a year, enabling communities to cook with fresh, low cost
food to improve health and wellbeing.”
Ian Alexander said, “We heard about Food on Friday and think the work that
Anthea is doing is so valuable that we decided we wanted to support it in
some way. We launched the Heart Space Juice Counter and thought it would
be a great opportunity to make a Christmas juice and donate 50% of the sales
to Food on Friday.
‘‘Our shop is all about having a great shopping experience, buying healthy
foods at sensible prices. We hope this will be the start of Heart Space
working more with Anthea and her groups to promote healthy eating habits.”
Since opening in October, ‘Heart Space Whole Foods’ has brought an exciting
new retail concept to the city centre , further adding to Exchange Street’s
growing reputation as a destination for speciality food shopping and quality
dining.

Social Bite Gourmet Sandwich Shop to Open
Social Bite, a gourmet sandwich shop with a difference, is set to open in
Dundee’s Reform Street. The social business donates 100 per cent of its
profits to charity and recruits people from homeless backgrounds.
Social Bite recently received £200,000 of investment funding from Sir Tom
Hunter allowing the start-up to grow the business over the last two years.
They now have four shops in Edinburgh and Glasgow and are set to open in
Aberdeen and Dundee.
It is anticipated that the new shop will open in Spring 2015.

Shopping Centre
Numbers Triple
Over Festive
Season
Footfall at Dundee City
Centre’s Overgate and
Wellgate shopping centres
sky rocketed over the festive
season.
The last Saturday before
Christmas saw 35,000 visitors
to the Wellgate Centre –
2,500 up on the same day last
year.
Meanwhile, 90,000 visited
the Overgate over the same
weekend.

Project Pie Wants Pizza The Action
Project Pie, an American pizza chain, is set to
open its first European outlet in Dundee’s Reform
Street.
The new restaurant will create 26 jobs and offer
customers the chance to design their own pizzas before
making them and eating them. The Dundee franchise is

being brought to Dundee by Niall Howard and John and
Su Canavan. Niall is a graduate of Abertay University
and was previously Chief Executive of the Hakkasan
Cantonese restaurant chain, which has a London
restaurant designed by Kengo Kuma, designer of the new
V&A in Dundee.
Management staff from the new restaurant
have been out to San Diego to complete their
training with the Dundee restaurant due to
open on 31 January 2015.

Bridge
Construction
Underway
The footbridge will connect
Dundee University with the
new Waterfront across the
East Coast rail line. Work
began on the site in October
and the bridge is expected to
be completed by May.

City Development Convener Will Dawson said, ‘’I’m delighted we are reaching
this important stage in the construction of the Seabraes footbridge. This
stunning design and strategic location will soon make it a city landmark. Thanks
to the new bridge pedestrians and cyclists will get easy access from one of the
main arteries of Dundee to the heart of the waterfront.’’

Work Starts on Hilton Hotel
Work has begun on a new £5.6 million Hilton Hotel
in Dundee City Centre.
The Hampton by Hilton franchise is being developed
on the site of Argyll House on West Marketgait.
The existing building will undergo recladding with
the interior being given a compete makeover to
create 105 bedrooms, meeting rooms, a destination
restaurant with a named chef and a gymnasium.

Flight Time Changes
Loganair has changed its Dundee – London
Stansted flight times after consultation with the
local business community.

The afternoon services, both north and
southbound, take off later to accommodate
business travellers. The London to Dundee flight
now leaves Stansted at 7pm whilst the Dundee
to London service leaves at 4.50pm.

City Centre Sparkles at
Christmas Light Night
Thousands of Dundonians gathered in the City
Centre for Christmas Light Night.
Despite torrential rain during day, the evening
event saw 15,000 people pack City Square, High
Street and Reform Street to take in the street
entertainment, nativity play, lights switch on and
fireworks display.

Sharesquare
Students at Dundee University saw their Share
Square project brighten up the City’s Christmas.
Share Square lit up the City Square as the pictures
of Dundonians were projected onto buildings.
The project was the brainchild of four Duncan
of Jordanstone College of Art and Design digital
interaction students.
Sophia Bradley, Richard Cahill, Rachael
Farquharson and Kirsty Sneddon developed the
project, which allowed those in attendance at Light
Night to upload photos from their smartphones
through an app.

Christmas Farmers’ Market
The annual Christmas Farmers’ Market
with crafts took place in the City Square
on 21 December Festive shoppers enjoyed
browsing the stalls and buying wonderful local
produce and crafts.

Small Business Saturday
A group of independent retailers in Dundee
City Centre are celebrating after a very
successful Small Business Saturday.
Small Business Saturday is a national event
celebrating all that is good about local businesses
and encouraging people to ‘shop local’.
Nine independent retailers in Dundee got
together on 6 December to do some collaborative
marketing activity to offer discounts and special
offers to customers.
Those taking part enjoyed having one of their
busiest Saturdays since opening.

Dundee To
Become Cruise
Ship Hub
A new cruise, which will sail
from Dundee next spring,
is predicted to provide a
significant boost to the city’s
economy.
The Magellan, a 46,000 tonne
cruise liner, will depart from the
City for three seven day trips
to Norway on 29 March, 5 April
and 12 April.
Ramsay World Travel said that
people in the City have been
quick to book their cruises
from Dundee and the market
is set to grow further over the
coming years.
Dundee City Council have
already announced their
intention to create a marina at
City Quay.
The marina, due to be ready by
2017, will cater for different
types of boat, including cruise
liners.

Dundee’s Newest
Ambassador
Announced
Deacon Blue frontman
Ricky Ross has been named
as Dundee’s newest City
Ambassador.
The 56-year-old accepted the
role as part of Dundee City
Council’s One City Many
Discoveries campaign. Ricky,
who was born and brought up
in Dundee, is a massive Dundee
United fan and exceptionally
proud of the transformation the
City is undergoing.

High School To Open Centre for
Excellence in Performing and Visual Arts
The High School of Dundee’s plans to transform a landmark building
in Dundee City Centre into a Centre for Excellence in Performing and
Visual Arts which is “second to none in an academic context in the
UK” have moved a step closer.
The School has appointed the renowned firm Page\Park as the
architects for its multi-million pound development of the former Head
Post Office building on Ward Road, which it acquired in 2013.
The School will now work with the architects in the coming months
to finalise the plans and designs which will then go forward for
planning approval.
Plans are likely to include an
auditorium, music, dance,
drama and visual arts
spaces and facilities,
Home Economics
facilities, a new dining
hall and other social areas
for pupils.

Keeping People Safe in Dundee City
Centre
Police Scotland, Tayside Division
undertook a violence and crime
reduction campaign (Operation
Kidston) within Dundee’s City
Centre during the festive period
in order to keep people safe.
In the lead up to Christmas,
officers were deployed to focus
on tackling and reducing levels of
violence, drugs, disorder, alcohol
related criminality and anti-social
behaviour.

During this crackdown a robust
style of policing was adopted at all
times in relation to all crimes of
violence, dishonesties and drugs.
Those committing these offences
were dealt with thoroughly with
police requesting bail conditions
preventing offenders from
entering the City Centre.

Safezone Bus Returns to City Centre
For revellers out and about in the City Centre at Christmas and New
Year parties, the SafeZone bus was a welcome and reassuring sight
outside the nightclubs. Dundee City Centre Management is proud
to support the street pastor team who were on hand to make sure
everyone had a safe and fun night out - offering help, support and
handing out free flip flops for ladies wearing party shoes with sore feet.

In Brief

• Phil Smith, Managing Director of National Express
and DD One member, has moved on to pastures
new. Phil has taken up a post with an independent
bus company in the north of England.
• Vestry, a new bar and restaurant, has opened in
Ward Road. Formerly Deacon Brodie’s, the premises have been fully refurbished by new owners
Mallory Reid and Bobby Clark.
• Steven Jamie McDonald (24), a serial shoplifter
who took his two children on shoplifting sprees
and used his child’s pushchair to conceal goods,
has been banned from entering Dundee City
Centre. McDonald appeared before Sheriff Alistair
Brown at Dundee Sheriff Court where he was
given a community payback order, banned from
entering the City Centre, placed under supervision for a year and ordered to attend a threemonth mentoring programme.
• Plans have been approved to open a 33-bedroomed budget hotel over six floors on West Bell
Street. The new hotel, to be run by Chris Rigby
of Lost Guest House, will be located opposite
the entrance to Abertay University. The original
features of the building will be maintained.
• Rudy Knight has moved her fashion boutique –
Rudy’s Rags - from Lochee High Street to Commercial Street in the City Centre.
• City Quay based games development firm Cobra
Mobile is developing a new game for Lego.
• Dundee City Centre Management’s S.T.A.R
Awards for the Licensed Trade raised £2,228 for
the Tulip Suite at Ninewells Hospital. The money
will be used to buy equipment for adults suffering
from cancer, children with life threatening illnesses
and a cold cot and memory boxes for parents and
families grieving the loss of a still born baby.
• The Murraygate shop destroyed by fire at the end
of last year is being demolished.
• Rockpool, a new fish and chip restaurant, has
opened in Dundee’s Whitehall Street.
• Accountancy and business services practice Henderson Loggie has relocated its head office from
Panmure Street to the Vision Building in Greenmarket.

What’s On
Here’s a snap-shot of some of the events on in
Dundee over the coming months. For the full list
please visit www.dundee.com
• 24 Jan – 10 May: The Legacy of the Ancients, classical arts
exhibition, McManus Galleries.

• 26 January: Give Blood, Marryat Hall, 11.30am.
• 31 January: Dundee Energy Summit, United Kingdom’s
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Future Energy Mix, Considering North Sea Declining
Production, University of Dundee.
1 February: Dundee record, CD and Music memorabilia
fair, Marryat Hall, 11am – 5pm.
2 February: Kaiser Chiefs, Caird Hall, 7.30pm
4 February: Abertay Historical Society Evening Lecture
by Innes Duffus, Nince Incoporated Trades, University of
Dundee Dalhousie Building, 6.30pm.
8 February: Holistic Ways Festival, Marryat Hall, 11am –
5pm.
13, 14 February: V&A Design in Motion Exhibition Bus in
City Square.
15 February: Maximum Dance, Street Dance
Competition, Caird Hall, 9am.
19 February: Anton Du Beke and Erin Boag ‘That’s
Entertainment’ dance show, Caird Hall, 7.30pm.
21 February: Famers’ market, City Square
28 February: Science Saturdays Live, Wellgate, Level 2
near BHS, 1pm.
12 March: Moscow Ballet’s Sleeping Beauty, Caird Hall,
7.30pm

About DD One
DD One is a private sector-led partnership
group whose agreed objective is to encourage
representatives of both the private and public sectors
to act together to develop the economic potential of
Dundee City Centre.
City Centre businesses wishing to get involved please
contact:
Sarah Craig, City Centre Manager
Tel: (01382) 434548
E-Mail: sarah.craig@dundeecity.gov.uk
or
Jon Walton, Wellgate Manager, Tel: 01382 225454
E-mail: jon.walton@mjmapp.com
If you have an article or idea you’d like to see in future
newsletters please get in touch with Sarah/Jon.

Search for Dundee City Centre Management on
Facebook
@DundeeCityMgt
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