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Dundee City Square –

The Commonwealth Games Place to Be
Dundee City Square is the place to be
for Commonwealth Games action from
Wednesday July 23 to Tuesday July 29.
The city is a proud host venue for athletes taking part
in shooting competitions at the nearby Barry Buddon
range.
Dundee City Council has organised seven days of
themed events for all the family to celebrate the
occasion and welcome the international visitors to the
city.
A giant Screen in the Square will relay all the action
from the Glasgow games, accompanied by exciting
activities based on Dundee’s strong sporting and cultural
programmes.
The opening ceremony will be broadcast in all its
glory on Wednesday (July 23), while a picnic in the
square the next evening (Thursday July 24) will
be accompanied by Creative Dundee’s cultural
visions of the city on the screen.
On Friday (July 25), Sports Day features come
and try activities organised by Leisure & Culture
Dundee and the Ancrum Outdoor Centre.
Activities include an inflatable hockey pitch and
street football. There will be games and prizes as
well as coaching tips for future Commonwealth
competitors.

Welcome to the second issue of
our newsletter. Thanks again to Sarah Craig
for putting it together for DD•One

It is pleasing to see both Brew Dog and the Italian
Grill opening in the city and I must say I have sampled
both fine establishments!

Dance takes over the square on Saturday (July 26).
Performances will showcase local performers from
Scottish Dance Theatre, Showcase the Street, Urban
Moves and Dundee Schools Music Theatre. There will be
a chance for everyone to take part in a dance along to
Grease when it is shown on the big screen.
Musical talent features on Sunday (July 27) with a
Dundee & Angus College Youth Music Concert shining
the spotlight on four local bands.
Children can limber up for coverage of the men’s and
women’s 100 metres finals on Monday July 28 by taking
part in a series of sprints in the square. Sports staff from
Leisure & Culture Dundee will help young athletes to
run for glory.
Finally, Culture Day on Tuesday (July 29) will be marked
with a ceilidh accompanied by the Dundee Strathspey
and Reel Society.
During the week of events, local
cultural facilities like the McManus,
DCA, Discovery Point,Verdant Works
and the D’Arcy Thomson Museum
will be putting on Commonwealth
Games related activities and evening
events.
The full programme can be found at
www.dundee.com
It is going to be a busy few months in Dundee with
the Commonwealth Games events and the Dundee
BID business plan being issued. We have plenty of
events coming up and thanks must go to National
Express for hosting our next meeting on 16th July,
please do try and come along!
Jon Walton

Visit Scotland Relocate to Name That
Street
City Square
Dundee’s Visit Scotland Information Centre has moved from Discovery Point
to City Square where the team are co-located with the City Council’s Box
Office staff.
Jim Clarkson of Visit Scotland said, ‘‘We are delighted to be moving into the
heart of Dundee City Centre and in this current economic climate it is more
important than ever that we take a collaborative approach to promoting
tourism.
‘‘We anticipate this move will see an increased footfall and a greater ability
to inspire and inform visitors about what to see and do in Dundee and the
surrounding area.’’
The new tourist office was officially opened by Lorraine Kelly on 13 June.
.................

Information Centre

Dundee City Box Office

Dundonians will get the chance
to name the streets and roads
that will form the new Waterfront
Development.
A competition will be run later this
year inviting suggestions for the
boulevards and streets that form the
new road network surrounding the
V&A.

Happy Dundee
Last month Dundee cemented its
position on the World stage with
the viral video ‘Happy Dundee’.
Produced by local broadcaster
Gary Robinson, the video features
hundreds of local Dundonians,
famous faces and visitors to the city
filmed in iconic settings around the
area singing and dancing to the hit
song ‘Happy’ by Pharrell Williams.
To watch the video visit:
www.happydundee.com

Lorraine with City Centre Ambassadors Dave Barrie and Andy Mackay

Dundee to Become
Tourism Hotspot
Dundee will emerge as a new
tourism hotspot for overseas
visitors according to a new
report.
The £1 billion waterfront
development and the much
anticipated V&A will ‘‘reposition
the city as a tourist destination and
further enhance Scotland’s already
diverse offering’’ according to Ally
Scott, managing director of Barclays
Corporate Banking Scotland.
The research, independently
commissioned for Barclays, predicts
foreign tourism spend will increase
by 40% in the next four years, ahead
of the UK average.
The report also anticipates
Dundee’s £1 billion waterfront
development and the imminent
opening of the V&A design museum

will see the city emerge as a top
contender in both the retail and
cultural scene.
Tour operators are already planning
new travel itineraries that include
Dundee’s V&A design museum
before construction on the £45
million project has even begun.
Richard Pinn,Visit Scotland Regional
Director, said conversations had
been going on for some time with
cruise ship and tour operators
eager to add Dundee to their travel
schedules as a result of the V&A. He
said,
‘’We are working closely with
Dundee City Council and
Scottish Enterprise to ensure the
development has the maximum
cultural and economic impact for
Dundee and the surrounding area.’’

Railway Station
Revamp
Dundee City Council is currently
looking for a contractor to
construct the new railway station
concourse and hotel plaza.
The £20 million pound contract, due
to be completed in 2017, will see a
bran new five-storey railway station
space to accommodate shops,
restaurants and a large budget
Sleeperz hotel. Floors will also be
leased to up-and-coming businesses.

National Express
Win OSCAs
National Express has been awarded
with two OSCAs (outstanding
service and commitment awards)
from Dundee City Council for a
smart card system they introduced
designed to help students eligible
for free travel. They were also
praised for developing a travel plan
for Harris Academy pupils currently
decanted to premises in Lawton
Road.

Bus Service
Change

An express bus service between
Broughty Ferry and Dundee
City Centre is among a series
of route changes launched by
National Express.
The X5 travels non stop
between Dalgleish Road and
Seagate, cutting journey times
for commuters.
Managing Director of National
Express and DD One member,
Phil Smith, said that he hoped
customers would enjoy the
benefits of a faster service from
Broughty Ferry into the City
Centre as well as an increase
in frequency of buses on the
route.

World Host
Training
Dundee’s bid to become a
world-class visitor destination
has taken another leap forward.
The first in a series of ‘’training
the trainers’’ events to secure
World Host status for the city
has taken place with business
and council figures.
To secure the status, 25% of
staff in local businesses have
to complete the World Host
Principles of Customer Service.
Councillor Will Dawson, City
Development Convener, said,
‘‘Every survey and prediction
we’ve seen points to an
increase in visitors to Dundee,
attracted by the V&A Design
Museum Dundee and it’s crucial
the city provides a positive
experience for visitors, from
their first point of contact all
the way through their time
here.’’
To find out how your business
could benefit from World Host
training please get in touch with
Gaynor Sullivan at Dundee City
Council – gaynor.sullivan@
dundeecity.gov.uk

Harbouring Success
Dundee harbour is a hive of industrial activity supporting up to 1,000 jobs.
Charles Hammond of Forth Ports said that whilst the renewables market
was taking longer to come to fruition, the harbour had never been busier.
‘‘With 120 acres of land and facilities we have at the port of Dundee we are
not just standing still waiting for things to happen.
‘‘We are very busy with activity from the North Sea oil and gas industry and
are probably busier than we have ever been in Dundee.
‘‘Every time there is a rig in port for maintenance or fabrication work, there
are about 400 jobs per shift on site.
There are fabrication facilities in Dundee worth £3.5 million which are
supporting jobs and apprenticeships and there are major companies like
Rigmar and PD&MS providing these jobs.
‘‘Forth Ports have a £1 million decommissioning facility at Dundee where
rigs are stripped down and their components recycled, and this is a major
part of the oil and gas industry.
‘‘Dundee has also been a base for the distribution of turbine parts which are
shipped in.
‘‘The jobs and skills that Dundee has in this market will be transferable to
the renewables market when that comes along.
‘‘Jobs are happening at Dundee port now, probably between 800 and 1000
with all the activities rolled in, and everything is set for this to continue.’’
Delegates at the recent Economic Summit held in Dundee heard how
Dundee City Council was working closely with Aberdeen Council to attract
more revenue from the oil industry locally.
The oil industry work in Dundee is already seeing hotels in the City reach
90% occupancy rates well into 2015.

V&A Chief Promises ‘Fabulous’
Exhibitions
The Director of V&A Dundee has said the museum will bring ‘fabulous’
exhibitions to the city.
Philip Long said, ‘‘We can expect exhibitions of a calibre that will
be ground breaking, such as ‘Hollywood Costume’, which brought
together outfits across the history of film with extraordinary digital
interpretation.
‘‘We can also expect exhibitions of the calibre of ‘On David Bowie’ –
the most innovative rock musician, I certainly think - which broke all
previous attendance records.
‘‘Or ‘Glamour of Italian Fashion’ which is really pulling crowds attracted
by this really comprehensive, thoughtful look at one fo the world’s most
stylish nations.
‘‘We will have a changing programme of exhibitions and will always have
something new for our visitors.’’

Additional Funding for V&A Awards for

Scottish Enterprise has confirmed
an additional £8.3 million funding for
the V&A.
The additional funding will be used
to create a waterfront area around
the new V&A museum.
Scottish Enterprise Director Mick
McHugh said,
‘‘This is a nationally important
project which will pave the way
for the V&A Dundee, which will

be transformational for the local
and national economies, both in
terms of visitor numbers and jobs
, with more than 860 construction,
tourism and waterfront district jobs
anticipated in the next decade.’’
Work constructing the £45million
V&A Museum of Design is
scheduled to begin this summer
with the building – by architect
Kengo Kuma – to be completed by
late 2016.

Waterfront
The £1 billion Waterfront
Development has won two national
awards.
The project triumphed in the
infrastructure category at the Royal
Institute of Chartered Surveyors
Regional Awards for Scotland.
The awards showcase the most
inspirational regional initiatives and
developments in land, property,
construction and the environment.
The project also triumphed in the
Royal Town Planning Institute’s
survey coming out top as Scotland’s
Best Place. As part of the Institute’s
2014 Centenery Celebrations
people and organisations were
asked to vote for the best places
that have been built, enhanced or
protected by planners and the
planning system within Scotland
since 1914. Dundee’s Waterfront
fought off stiff competition from the
West Highland Way, Merchant City
in Glasgow, and the Royal Mile and
Holyrood in Edinburgh.

New Olympia Making a Splash

Dee Day in the
City Square

As Dundee’s new Olympia Leisure Centre celebrates its first year in
business, figures show there have been 455,819 visitors to the venue to date.
Graham Wark, Head of Leisure and Sport Dundee said,
‘‘The popularity of the Olympia has taken us all by surprise. It’s been really
delightful to see the way is being used by a whole variety of different events.
‘‘We have people swimming, doing aqua aerobics and canoeing. It’s great.
We think we have a 40% increase in the numbers using the Olympia
compared to the old pool, which is just tremendous.’’

City Quay Restrictions
City Quay residents and businesses have been advised that there will be
some disruption to roads and services at City Quay when Dundee takes
part in this summer’s Commonwealth Games.
Restrictions will be put in place around the Apex Hotel at City Quay when
the area hosts athletes taking part in shooting at Barry Buddon between July
23rd and 30th.

Thousands of Dundee FC fans
gathered in the City Square on
Sunday 11 May to celebrate
the team winning the SPFL
Championship trophy and
promotion to the premier league.
Lord Provost Bob Duncan hosted a
Civic Reception for the players and
management.
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Waterfront Road
Network Opens
Part of the new Waterfront road network has opened for drivers.
Traffic currently using the westbound South Marketgait will be diverted
along the new section of the road which will meet Riverside Drive at a new
junction in front of Discovery.
Lights at the junction will control traffic either continuing along Riverside or
turning right into the City Centre using the new road. It will also affect all
traffic coming off the Tay Road Bridge and heading west.
Eastbound traffic coming from Riverside Drive heading for the City Centre
will turn left after the junction onto the new carriageway.

Marina for
Experts
City Quay
Flock
Plans are afoot for a 400 berth
to Bio
pleasure marina at City Quay in
Dundee.
Dundee
City Council is currently
Conference Dundee
looking for a partner to take forward
Life Sciences experts gathered in
Dundee in May for the Bio Dundee
International Conference.
More than 100 academics and
biotechnology businesses attended
the event, the second in the
Scottish Cities Alliance’s Global
Excellence Programme series.
Dundee City Development
Convener, Will Dawson, said,
‘‘Biotechnology is important to the
livelihood of Dundee and also plays
a key part in the wider Scottish
context.
‘‘Scotland’s life sciences strategy
themes were adopted for the
conference which allowed
professionals , academics and
legislators to discuss and debate
some of the opportunities and
challenges the sector faces as it
continues to grow and add value
to the whole country.’’
The conference is thought to have
brought in more than £80,000 to
the Dundee economy.

plans for the new facility.

Mike Galloway, Director of City
Development, said, ‘‘One of the key
things we want to do to widen the
City Quay area is to make use of the
water itself.
‘‘We have spent the last couple of
years putting together business plans,
viability studies, looking into the
prospect of a large, leisure marina
being located in Victoria Dock.
‘‘Those studies have shown that if
the infrastructure can be provided,
then there is a viable business
proposition there.
‘‘We are in the midst of discussing
and negotiating with the owners of
the port to take out a very long lease
on the marina, and to upgrade those
and install all of the infrastructure
necessary for a 400-berth marina.
Mr Galloway emphasised the
importance of The Unicorn in the
new marina setting. He added,
‘‘The Unicorn is an important asset
to the city. We are bringing together
propositions for the future to try
and save that ship, and use it as an
important tourism attraction at the
heart of that marina development.’’

Waterfront
Concert
Venue

The development of a
massive public space
in the new Waterfront
Development will be
a major attraction for
events and concerts.
The new venue will be able
to host three times as many
people than the City Square
making it a prime location for
top acts and events.
Councillor Will Dawson,
Convener of Economic
Development, said,
‘‘We’ve designed an amazing
public space linking the City
Centre to the rest of the
Waterfront developments,
and that will be able to
accommodate crowds in the
thousands.
‘‘Not only will the new site
boast all the facilities needed
to host major concerts
like electricity and water,
but engineers are currently
working to safeguard the
space’s foundations with
an underground network
of support beams so that
it can sustain the weight of
thousands of concert-goers.
‘‘It will be amazing for the
City.’’
Dundee City Council has
already invested in granite
and mature trees to line the
Waterfront’s new square. It is
expected to be completed by
the summer of 2016.

Dundee
Set for
Population
Boom

S.T.A.R Awards Launched
A scheme celebrating the best pubs and clubs in Dundee
has been launched by Dundee City Centre Management’s
DUNCAN (Dundee Co-Ordinated Anti Crime Network)
project.

The population of Dundee is set to
grow in the coming decades, with the
main increase in young people.
Dundee is predicted to boom by
more than 20,000 people, estimated
to take the population up to 170,811
by 2037.
Other areas of Scotland are
predicted to see a dramatic rise in
the number of pensioners, Dundee
will be unique in seeing a major rise
in children and people of working
age.
The projections were carried out
by the General Register Office for
Scotland.

Park-and-Ride
Plans for a park-and-ride crossing the
Tay Road Bridge are pressing ahead.
Tayside transport partnership Tactran
is planning a scheme south of the
River Tay and working towards a
planning application.
Project Manager Niall Gardiner said
that a steering group is currently
taking forward development of the
Tay South Park and Ride facility
and consideration will be given to
progressing a planning application,
following the conclusion of ongoing
land negotiations.

The S.T.A.R Awards have replaced the Best Bar None scheme
and aim to recognise the commitment of venues to safety, responsible
drinking and customer care.
Morag Douglas, co-ordinator of Dundee Coordinated Anti-Crime
Network, said, “S.T.A.R was the perfect name for the new award
scheme as it represents the four key components that we look
for in a well run licensed premises – safety, training, awareness and
responsibility. It also helps to ensure that licensees are adhering to the
overall licensing objectives.
‘‘We have already received a number of award applications and will
start the judging process is now underway.”
The award ceremony takes place at the Apex Hotel on 28 September.

Association of
Town and City
Managers Come
to Dundee
The Association of Town and City
Management hosted their annual
summer school in Dundee in June
attracting over 140 delegates from
across Europe.

The proposed site would lie on land
close to the south side of the Tay
Road Bridge, and is proposed by
Dundee City Council, Tactran, Fife
Council, and south-east transport
partnership Sestran.

Gregor Hamilton, Head of Planning
at Dundee City Council, gave a
presentation on the Waterfront
Development and delegates were
also taken on a walking tour of the
site.

The land for the facility, which would
have 300-400 parking spaces, is being
purchased from the Bridge Joint
Board.

A civic reception for delegates was
held at the McManus Galleries with
the annual awards dinner taking place
in the Apex Hotel.

Almost Blue
Thousands of fans descended
Dundee City Centre to enjoy the
Almost Blue live music festival at the
end of June.
Nineteen venues across the City
hosted artists and bands with music
ranging from bluegrass to blues and
soul to indie, with a mix of pop-rock,
Cajun and swing thrown in for good
measure.
Scott Clark of Clarks in Lindsay
Street said,
‘‘I’ve been in touch with most pubs
and clubs and we were all filled with
people out to enjoy the music and
have a good time. A lot of people
have put in a great amount of work
to make Almost Blue happen and the
feedback we are getting from the
public is really positive.’’

Former
Dundee
College
Building
Bought
The former Dundee College
campus in Constitution Road has
been bought by Edinburgh based
Whiteburn Projects for proposed
conversion into contemporary
urban apartments.
Eve McCurrich, Development
Manager with Whiteburn, said,
‘‘There is no doubt there is a
fantastic opportunity here to
develop contemporary urban
apartments by re-using and
adapting the existing structures
and perhaps incorporating other
amenities too.
‘‘We’ll be considering all options,
looking at best practice and
discussing with the city planning
authorities. We will ensure
that we engage in community
consultation and dialogue
throughout the process.’’

Queen’s
Baton Relay
Comes to
Dundee
The Queen’s Baton Relay arrived
in Dundee City Centre on Friday
27 June. The City Square was
transformed into a massive dance
floor with a Commonwealth ceilidh
taking place. The event was part of
Games for Scotland, a programme
designed to inspire, motivate and
engage the people of Scotland in the
run-up to the 2014 Commonwealth
Games.
Of particular note was one of the
security team accompanying the
baton as it made its way through
cities, villages and towns across
Scotland. Dundee City Centre
Community Constable Scott
Menmuir was proud to be selected
by Police Scotland to be an official
Commonwealth Baton security
runner. He said,
‘‘I was privileged to run alongside
some amazing people carrying the
baton across Scotland but nothing
quite beat the feeling of running in
my home city and especially into my
beat area, the City Centre. I’d like
to thank everyone who came out to
support those carrying the baton in
Dundee, it was a fantastic day and
one that I will certainly never forget.’’

District 10 Second Phase
Scottish Enterprise is in talks over a second phase for Dundee’s District
10 – a creative industries hub in the Seabraes area.
The initial project, an office block made entirely of shipping containers,
opened in January and is already at 80% occupancy with 10 out of the
15 units let.
The masterplan for the former Seabraes rail yard includes a total
of nine office buildings in the same style and the creation of a new
business district focused on high-tech firms, creative and start-ups.

BID Update
Be assured that Dundee BID
is working on your behalf
to deliver a number of pilot
projects that will lower the cost
of doing business and improve
your trading environment.
Dundee BID has funded an
‘inhouse’ Worldhost Customer
service trainer for retail
businesses within the bid
area. This will allow staff to
participate in the 1 day course
for only £12.50 – the cost of
the workbooks, certificate and
badges. The usual fee is c. £95
- a saving of £82.50 per staff
member towards your levy.
The BID business plan will also
go into detail on the Springboard
performance monitoring KPI’s
that will prove the return on
your investment. One of these
will be driving greater footfall
into the city centre and down
your street. The BID is planning
to install a pilot footfall camera
on the corner of High Street and
Commercial Street to provide
baseline data.
For further information about
the BID please contact Neil
Cooney on 01382 434642 or
visit info@dundeecitycentrebid.
com

In Brief...

The Italian Grill has opened in City Square.
The family friendly eatery, run by DD One member
Jonathon Horne, gives customers the chance to make
and bake their own fresh pizzas in an open pizza
oven that is the centrepiece of the new restaurant.
RRS Discovery has been shortlisted for the
Lottery’s National Treasure Award. The visitor
attraction is one of 12 sites across Scotland
nominated for the award.
The former Tasting Rooms restaurant in Whitehall
Crescent has been taken over by Phil Donaldson
and Martin Cannon of Gracie’s in Broughty Ferry.
The duo plan to open Pizza Metro in July offering
pizza, pastas and other Italian themed dishes.
Dundee is among a minority of cities that can boast
having the fastest moving rush-hour traffic in the
United Kingdom according to analysis by Direct Line
Drive Plus.
Brewdog has opened in Dundee’s Panmure Street.
The popular brewing house has taken over the
former Chamber of Commerce building and has a
range of speciality beers and ales on offer.
Dundee City Council has agreed to provide £18,000
for Dundee’s Hogmanay celebrations. The
money is expected to be used to run a family friendly
event in the City.
Redberry parlour, selling ice cream, milkshakes,
crepes, waffles and nachos has opened for business in
Crichton Street.
Dundee law firm Thorntons has merged with
Murray Donald of St Andrews and Steel
Eldridge Stewart of Cupar to create the biggest
law firm in the east of Scotland with 40 partners and
more than 400 employees.
Councillors have agreed the public service obligation
between Westminster and Dundee City Council
which guarantees £2.85 million to keep the Dundee
to London air route open for two years.
US Pizza chain Project Pie have submitted plans to
open their first UK restaurant in Dundee’s Reform
Street. The company are hoping to take over the
premises formerly occupied by Santander.

What’s On
in the Square
19 July

Farmers’ Market

24 July

Commonwealth Picnic in the Square.
Watch the games on the giant big screen.

26 July

Scottish Dance Theatre, Showcase the
Street, Urban Moves and Dundee Schools
Music Theatre performaces in the square.

27 July

Dundee and Angus College Youth Music
Concert

28 July

Commonwealth Games Sprint in the
Square sports taster events for children.

29 July

Commonwealth Ceilidh in the Square with
Dundee Strathspey and Reel Society.

1, 2 August

BBC’s World War One at Home. The City
Square becomes a World War One camp
complete with Nissen huts, costumed
actors, museum displays and a treasure
hunt for children.

3-11 August

DARE Protoplay. University of Abertay’s
annual digital games festival.

16 August

Farmers’ Market, City Square

19 August

Outreach Tattoo. 600 musicians and
dancers from the Royal Edinburgh Military
Tattoo perform in City Square.

30 August

Lord Provost’s Youth Festival. A day of
music, dance and fun for local and visiting
children from Dundee’s twin cities.

About DD One
DD One is a private sector-led partnership
group whose agreed objective is to encourage
representatives of both the private and public sectors
to act together to develop the economic potential of
Dundee City Centre.
City Centre businesses wishing to get involved please
contact:
Sarah Craig, City Centre Manager
Tel: (01382) 434548
E-Mail: sarah.craig@dundeecity.gov.uk
or
Diane Barnett, City Centre Marketing Assistant
Tel: (01382) 434067
E-mail: diane.barnett@dundeecity.gov.uk
If you have an article or idea you’d like to see in future
newsletters please get in touch with Sarah/Diane.

Anime, a Japanese goods store, has opened in
Dundee’s Castle Street.
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